	[image: image1.wmf]
CITY COUNCIL RESEARCH DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY



	JEFFREY R. CLEMENTS
Chief of Research
(904) 630-1377
	
	117 West Duval Street

City Hall, Suite 425

Jacksonville, FL  32202

FAX (904) 630-3403



Bill Type and Number:   Ordinance 2013-164
Sponsor: Council Member Brown:
Date of Introduction: March 12, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R; PHS
Date of Analysis: March 15, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code Amendment
Bill Summary: This ordinance amends Chapter 462 (Animals), Part 2 (Cruelty to or Neglecting Animals), Section 462.204 (Restraint by Tethering), Ordinance Code, amending the requirements for the tethering of animals.
Background Information: It has been established that there is a link between animals that are left tethered in one location and increased aggressiveness.  Dogs that have been held in place by chains, often at considerable lengths of time, often without food or water and in inclement weather are a threat to public safety.  This legislation addresses the issue with changes in the conditions for the tethering of animals.  The changes require that the tether is constructed of material sufficient to restrain an animal without placing the animal in danger or injury.  The changes would require that a tethered animal is within visual range of the owner; that a tethered animal is a least one year of age or older and is not sick or injured.  When aggressive and dangerous tethered dogs are in areas without a secured fence or enclosure and is accessible by children or the public, the changes authorize animal control officers and/or law enforcement officers to remove dangerous and aggressive tethered dogs and impound such animals.
Policy Impact: Animals/Dogs/Public Safety/Ordinance Code
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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